STATUS OF WOMEN STUDENTS
and the report of the speeches occupied sixty-six pages of the Reporter. There was an avalanche of fly-sheets. The editor of the Cambridge Review took a postcard vote among undergraduates and resident B.A.s as to whether women should be admitted to the University (this, however, was not proposed by the Syndicate) and he sent out 2803 postcards and got 2169 replies, of which 466 were favourable and 1723 hostile. On the day of the voting there was a great influx of non-residents and the proposal was thrown out by the crushing majority of 1707 to 661. I believe the number of voters has never been equalled. The undergraduates thoroughly enjoyed the fight: they could not vote, but everything they could do to defeat the proposal they did, and celebrated the result with a stupendous " rag ". There is still (1936) in the windows of a well-known shop in the Market Place a photograph inscribed " The historic rag of 1897 ".
No further steps were taken on this question until 1920, when a Syndicate of twelve members was appointed to report upon it. The members had been chosen with such care to give each side an equal representation that they had to issue two reports, A and B, each with six signatures. Report A was in favour of admitting women to the University on the same terms as men ; they were to have the same degree (not a titular one but one carrying all the rights and privileges possessed by men). Report B was against this and thought the solution was to create a university or universities confined to women, like Bryn-Mawr, Smith, Vassar and Wellesley in America, which had been remarkably successful. Both these schemes, like the earlier ones, aroused fierce opposition. There were again long debates in the Senate House and sheaves of fly-sheets. The question was discussed by the undergraduates at a debate
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